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Abstract

This research paper critically examines the infiltration of Islamophobia
into state policies, highlighting its structural causes and ideological
drivers. It explores how legal frameworks and legislative processes have
been utilized to institutionalize religious discrimination under the guise of
national security and counter-terrorism. By analyzing parliamentary
debates, election campaigns, and political manifestos, the study identifies
the organizational structures through which Islamophobic narratives are
embedded in state institutions. Furthermore, the research investigates the
psychological and sociological impacts of Islamophobia-based legislation
on Muslim communities, including issues of marginalization, identity
crisis, and political disenfranchisement.

Employing a multidisciplinary approach that draws from political
science, sociology, and media studies, the paper theorizes the
transformation of Islamophobia from a societal prejudice into a
normalized component of statecraft. It argues that this phenomenon is
not merely reactive but strategically driven by electoral politics,
ideological positioning, and security paradigms. The study ultimately
calls for a critical reassessment of policy frameworks and advocates for
inclusive governance models that resist the institutionalization of
religious biases, aiming to protect democratic values and social
cohesion in increasingly pluralistic societies.

Keywords: State Islamophobia, Legislative Discrimination, National
Security Narratives, Political Islamophobia, Counter-Terrorism
Policies, Muslim Marginalization, Institutionalized Prejudice
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"The ban pursues legitimate aims, such as the preservation of the

conditions of ‘living together' and the protection of the rights and
freedoms of others!".
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"We want to preserve our open society, and the full-face veil contradicts
our vision of integration®".
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"Bill 21 is discriminatory in both intention and effect, as it

disproportionately affects Muslim women and undermines their access to
employment®".

AL-USWAH Research Journal (Vol.5, Issue 1, 2025: January-June)



204 o P AL E L
Fad el et b LTSN o S bt s 00
ug/?uw”ufﬂ}/,u,J/Lat“n(}#u‘f,cﬁfugg/p/}l_uj?_/pj/?;g%pf&&

-uj&&@g'g/(/»a/ﬁ'ufk»l(fogugbu’/
St esld S (BJP)(}A} (o ot oaf” eclf o d. wuguﬁf o
National Register of "s/"Citizenship Amendment Act 2019" &% SIF Ll _w
uf‘uj%uifjv JL/()}C‘—L}?LC‘_{,/{’ l}f/o}:! U+~ "Citizens (NRC)

17, _Foreign Affairses 2§19 Ul

"The Indian government is codifying anti-Muslim bigotry into law,
threatening the secular foundations of the republic*".
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"Johnson’s remarks were not simply insensitive; they were calculated
dog-whistles aimed at a political base increasingly sympathetic to anti-

Muslim sentiment’".
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"Islam does not belong to Germany. We oppose the construction of
minarets and the call to prayer in public spaces®".
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"Le Pen proposed banning Muslim headscarves in all public spaces,
describing it as a sign of 'Islamist submission™'
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"This executive order legitimizes anti-Muslim discrimination in the name
of national security®".
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"Prevent disproportionately targets Muslim communities, creating a
climate of fear, mistrust, and self-censorship among British Muslims®".
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"The Patriot Act allowed for unprecedented surveillance of Muslim
Americans, often without probable cause or judicial oversight!".
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"France’s surveillance laws grant disproportionate powers that are used
overwhelmingly against Muslim communities and organizations'".
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"Islamophobic policies create an environment in which Muslim youth are

alienated from mainstream society and begin to experience themselves as
outsiders'*".
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"Muslim students report higher levels of anxiety, isolation, and academic
underperformance in institutions where Islamophobia is prevalent™".
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"British Muslim youth often develop a hybrid identity, where they
negotiate between state surveillance and cultural loyalty, leading to
cognitive dissonance and sociopolitical alienation”".
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