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Abstract

Most of the world religions were transmitted, at least initially, through oral
tradition. Even today, tradition is passed down from one generation to another in
many living religions. However, renewal, reform and modernizations are ongoing
processes in many religious traditions which keep them lively and alive. However,
this should not lead to mere ascendency of rationalism in the matters of religion.
The West, where rationalism holds sway, has been witnessing its destructive
effects on its society and there have even been debates on returning to their
traditional values. Like many other parts of the Muslim world, Afghanistan has
also been experiencing a conflict that has arisen from the debates over tradition
and modernity. Khanqgahs in Afghanistan have played an important role in such
debates. One such khangah is Khangah-i Shur Bazar, Kabul, which is associated
with the Mujaddidi order of Sufism established by Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi,
popularly known as Mujaddid Alf Thani. This paper will attempt to present and
analyze the contribution of Khanqah-i Shur Bazar, Kabul in the ongoing debate of
modernity and tradition in Islam.
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“Due to Nagshbandiyya order’s strong position in
central Asia and Afghanistan, fourteen of Shaykh
Ahmad Sirhindi’s Khalifas come from here and today
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Ahmad Sirhindi and the tariqat is represented by some of

his descendants, know under the name Mujaddidi.”*
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"The nagshbandiyya was founded at Bukhara by
Baha’uddin Nagshband (1318-89). This is the order with
the most members in Afghanistan, where there are
several branches and two different influences can be felt.
The western and northern branches are linked to the
birthplace of the order, Central Asia, and include the
branch known as “Khwaja Ahrar”; the branches in the
east and in Kandahar are directly linked to the
Mujaddidi family, descendants of the reformer of the
order, Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi. This family, which came
from India, established itself at Kabul at the end of the
nineteenth century; a branch of the family went to live in

Herat, but never had the political influence that the
Kabul family had." ¢
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“The Hazrats of Shurbazar were the offspring of Shah Abd
al- Baqi(d.1287 /1870).Abd al-Baqi’s son Muhammad
Siddiq (d. 1309/1891), his grandson Fazl-i-Qayyum
(d.1330/ 1912), and latter’s son Fazl Muhammad
(d.1342/1924) also known as Shams al-Mashayikh, Fazl
Muhammad (d.1376/1956) also known as Nur al-
Mashayikh, and Muhammad Siddiq(d.1396/1976) also
known as Badr al-Mahsayikh, plus Shams al-Mashayikh’s

son Mian Jan were amongh the most revered religion
figures in Afghanistan.”“
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I dedicate this simple presentation to the memory of

those pirs, some of them remarkable men and probably
all of them now gone. ®?
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